
ROBSON RANCH PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB 
Contest Rules 2026 Rev 2.2


The information contained herein describes the process followed by the RRPC in the 
conduct of their contests.  The sections are as follows: 

Image Entry Standards - Describes the technical requirements for images to be entered, 
Size, file name structure, Title structure 

Themes and Rules - Describes the kinds of contests that are used and the rules that 
may apply 

Judging - Defines the role of the judges and the point and place system 

Awards - Describes the awards given at the end of the contest year 

Appendix - The Photographic Society of America (PSA) definitions which may be used 
for some contests 

Image Entry Standards 

There are no restrictions in regard to post-processing. We do allow Artificial Intelligence 
editing with the following exceptions: 

1. Photographs must have been taken and post processed only by the submitting club 
member. 

2. All pictorial elements in a submitted image must originate from images taken by the 
member. 

3. Time constraints, if applicable, apply to all elements in the image. 

4. Photographs that have previously been submitted in an RRPC competition of any 
year and were awarded a place (1st – 3rd or HM) cannot be entered in further 
RRPC competitions. 

5. Size Criteria - Images must be jpegs and must be at least 2500 pixels in the longest 
direction.  Image file size should be limited to no more than 10MB. 

6. The original images along with their metadata may be requested as proof or 
eligibility. 

7. File Name and Image Title  

a. The name of the computer file is to be the TITLE of the image 

b. Titles are to be limited to 30 characters including spaces. 

c. A member’s ID number or other member identification is NOT to be included in 
the filename or title. 

d. An example of an acceptable file name/title would be Grand Canyon.jpg. 

Examples of file names that are NOT acceptable are: 

IMG_1234.jpg 



DSC_0334-2.jpeg 

EruDcPRyRZmNq8QXvjb5lw_thumb_ab6d.jpg 

fullsizeoutput_4e72.jpeg 

8. Images and digital files may not contain watermarks or any name or identifying 
marks other than the digital file name as noted above. 

9. Borders and/or digital mats are not permitted. 

10. Digital images should use the sRGB profile to ensure colors are the most accurately 
reproduced during projection. Failure to use a sRGB profile will not be cause for 
disqualification. 

THEMES and RULES 

There are two types of contests, those with themes and those classified as OPEN.  
Each contest will have specific rules that apply only to that contest. 

1. Except as noted for a specific contest, ALL images must have been taken on or 
after the 1st of the same month TWO years prior to the month of the contest being 
entered. 

2. Unless otherwise specified, ONE entry per contest is allowed. 

3. OPEN - Contests designated as “OPEN” are not limited as to subject or post-
processing. 

4. THEMED contests will have specific rules that may limit the subject matter and/or 
the degree of post-processing.  These rules will be included in the Explanation of 
the Themes to be found elsewhere on this web page. 

5. Some contests may be designated as following PSA (Photographic Society of 
America) definitions.  More information regarding these definitions will be found in 
the appendix to this document. 

Judging of Monthly Contest 

Judges will be given the same instructions regarding the rules for a specific contest as 
are the contestants. 

1. Judging will first be based on compliance with the particular competition definitions 
and specifications for the category entered. 

2. Judges are urged to review each of these before starting the judging process. 

3. In the event a judge finds an image in violation of the rules for a contest or not 
meeting the intent of the theme, the judge will be instructed to give the image a 
score of ZERO, but the judge will still be asked to critique the image as if the 
violation did not exist. 

4. The judge will be asked to score each image on a scale of 1 to 10 with one 
decimal point (1.0 to 10.0).  These scores are referred to as “Judges” points. 



ADJUDICATION 

1. The board appointed Image Committee will have the responsibility to review the 
entries before submitting them to the judge SOLEY to confirm the validity of the 
date taken. If an image submitted was originally created outside of the contest 
criteria, it will be disqualified. 

2. With respect to ALL other rules, the Judges decisions will be final with no further 
review by anyone. 

3. In the event a judge finds an image in violation of the rules for a contest, the judge 
will be instructed to give the image a score of ZERO, but the judge will still be asked 
to critique the image as if the violation did not exist. 

AWARDS 

1. IMAGE OF THE YEAR AWARDS 
a. For each monthly contest images will be assigned a PLACE award, 1st, 2nd or 

3rd, depending only on the Judges score.   All images with the same numeric 
score will receive the same PLACE award. 

b. At the end of the contest year, the images that placed 1st, 2nd or 3rd in each 
monthly contest will be compiled and submitted for judging.  

c. At the end of the year the judge(s) will be asked to award a 1st, 2nd and 
3rd place and two Honorable Mentions. 

2. PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR 
a. This award is intended to recognize excellence in the body of work submitted 

to the contests for the current year greatest number of first places in the 
level, then if needed, the second places and so on. 

b. The winner is the club member accumulating the largest number of JUDGES 
points from his/her top monthly scores. 

c. The 1st Runner- up and 2nd Runner-up MAY be recognized according to 
award points from their corresponding number of scores. 

d. In case of a tie, the tie breaker will be the member with the greatest number 
of first places, then if needed, the second places and so on. 

APPENDIX - PSA RULES 

Some of our contests refer to ‘PSA DEFINITIONS”.  The current definitions can be 
found on the PSA website at 

https://psa-photo.org/page/division-definitions 

Note that our contests may have a theme superimposed on these rules.  For example, 
we might have a contest with the theme of TEXAS that also specifies PSA Photo Travel 
definitions.  In that case the images must conform to the PSA but are limited to images 
taken in Texas.

https://psa-photo.org/page/division-definitions

